62                                               BURMESE   DRAMA

loves him, and brings him up as her own son.    He becomes the heir
of the ogre king who has no son of his own, and when the old ogre
dies, the human prince becomes king.   Of course, the prince has been
brought up  in   ignorance   of  the   fact   that   he  is  a  human being.
Because of his abilities and power, the king of the gods gives him
a magic bow and the title of Daywagonban or God-demon.   Now the
king  of Thiyizayya  has two  daughters, the  elder   of  whom   is   so
beautiful that there are many suitors for her hand.   Daywagonban is
one, but his request for the princess is received with jeers and sneers
by her people as he is an ogre.     Other princely suitors threaten the
old king with war unless the princess is given in marriage to them. The
two princesses have been betrothed to the two sons of Zayyabomi's
king,   but as the  elder prince  is  supposed to  have  been eaten up
by ogres, the old king does not  know what to  do with the elder
daughter, for if he gives her to one prince in marriage, the rest will
make war.   The younger  prince, Daywagonban's brother, arrives to
take   away   his   princess, and   the   elder   sister   is   also   given   into
his  charge.    The   prince  and   the  two  princesses journey  back  to
Zayyabomi, but in the forest Daywagonban surprises them, and runs
away with the elder princess.   The prince gives chase, and is warned
by the guardian-god of the forest that disaster will befall him if he
continues his chase.   But the fiery  prince  refuses  to  listen  to  the
god, for he has promised his father-in-law to protect the princess.
Daywagonban is not desirous of hurting the prince, but as the latter
persists in following him, he shoots an arrow at him.   The prince falls
wounded, and his followers, including the younger princess, run away
in panic, thinking him to be dead.    The guardian-god of the forest
reappears and cures the prince of his wound.    The latter decides to
become a hermit, tired of the strife and struggle of life.   He wins the
respect of a dragon and a gal6n-bird.    His bride finds the hermit
and  requests   him  to   seek  the   lost   princess.    The   prince-hermit
remembers the dragon, and he asks the animal to  bring  back the
captive princess   to   safety.    Meanwhile   Daywagonban   is   annoyed
because the princess refuses his love.   He puts her into a dungeon as
punishment.    The dragon, being  an  animal   capable   of  travelling
underground, succeeds in rescuing the princess.   The two sisters now
try to argue with the hermit to  persuade him to take them back
to his city, but he refuses to leave the forest.   In the middle of their
argument, Daywagonban's angry voice is heard, and the princesses run
away and seek refuge in a tree.   The king of the ogres appears on the